
It can take a lot of work to make something that is filthy 

clean, and there are some jobs one should never start. When we 

moved into our home in Huntsville two years ago, the sidewalk 

leading to the front door was inviting, the front porch had a fresh 

coat of paint on the floor and the stairs, and the patio in the back 

was a welcoming place to sit and relax. After two years of Huntsville 

pollen and humidity all of that has changed. Though the paint on 

the front porch is cream colored, it has turned a shade of brown. 

The inviting sidewalk in the front is now dreary, and that welcoming 

patio has become grim. Mildew? Algae? Dirt? I’m not sure what it is 

(maybe a combination of the three), but it bonded to the paint and 

infiltrated the pours of the masonry in such a way that it stole their 

gusto and made that which was fresh, inviting, and welcoming…

dull and depressing. 

Psalm 51 is a psalm of confession. “For I know my 

transgressions, and my sin is ever before me,” (Ps. 51:3). Those 

who are immature in faith may very well escape the knowledge and 

the awareness of their sins and transgressions. They may 

unashamedly say, “That’s just who I am.” Not realizing that who 

they are is a far cry from who they ought to be. But those who are 

mature in faith and discipleship are continuously conscious of their 

sins and shortcomings. Such a constant presence of a sobering 

reality like that can take a life that was meant to be full of joy and 

life and make it dull and depressing.  

My intention was to spruce up the front porch. Out came the 

pressure washer and water-shoes; off came the mildew, algae, and 

dirt. Back and forth, back and forth, the dullness destroyed, but 
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only an inch and a half at a time. The work was slow and tedious, but when I 

finished the front porch, I couldn’t stop. The contrast between the clean 

stairs and the grimy sidewalk was too stark to leave alone. I had to keep 

going. When the sidewalk was complete, the back patio seemed out-of-place. 

An inch and a half at a time I had to keep going.  

 It can take a lot of work to make something filthy clean. “But if we 

walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) Christ 

thoroughly and completely washes us clean by His blood. The work is 

complete, and as His people, we glow with the purity that only He can 

provide. Though the work of washing us required much from Christ (His very 

life), the cleansing we receive is not a process, but instantaneous in our 

baptism. If a constant and steady awareness of sin can make life dull and 

depressing, what can a constant and steady awareness of the cleansing we 

have in Christ do for our spirits? The psalmist knows, “Restore to me the joy 

of your salvation.”  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Russ 

 

“An Inch and a Half at a Time” (Continued) 
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OUTREACH CONNECTIONS 
July 2019 Edition 

WORSHIP | GROW | ENGAGE is the focus of Grace Lutheran’s discipleship process.  

We need to be intentional to take an assessment of how we are doing individually and 

corporately in supporting this process.  It’s important that as we participate in the 

discipleship process to raise up opportunities to build connections. 

 

Grace Lutheran is a ministry where the community comes to us through our school 

ministry and also we have a fair number of first-time guests who are seeking a church 

home.  We should be community-focused in our ministry.  Thom Rainer recently shared 

the following traits of a community-focused church: 

 

1. Reaches out to community leaders. 

2. Intentionality about being where the people are. 

3. The community of eating out and coffee houses. 

4. Helping where the community says they need it. 

5. Intentionally evangelistic 

6. Intentionally invitational 

7. In the key civic groups 

 

We seek to be a healthy church as we build relationships with those beyond our church 

membership.  We certainly care for our members but we need to be intentional about 

building connections with guests and newcomers.  Your invitation to a friend/neighbor 

can be instrumental in them choosing to worship or attend an event/activity at Grace 

Lutheran.  Remember it often takes more than a single ask and be open to let them 

know that you will meet them in the church narthex.  It’s also good to take out a new 

person or couple as they come to worship with us. 

 

Discovering Grace Class – We offer a three-hour introduction to the WORSHIP | GROW 

| ENGAGE discipleship process at Grace Lutheran along with exploring the distinctives 

of the Lutheran faith on a quarterly basis.  Our next Discovering Grace class is 

scheduled for Saturday, August 17.  We will gather for coffee/juice and bagels at 8:30 

AM and begin the session at 9:00 AM and finish by noon time.  Child care services will 

be available for those needing help with a young child.  On August 18th, we ask all class 

participants to join during the Bible class hour as we tour our various Bible class 

offerings for the Fall.  Discovering Grace class participants are invited to stay for a light 

lunch meal on Sunday, August 18 and to hear presentations by various staff and board 

members.  We will finish the Sunday session by 1:30 p.m.  The Discovering Grace 

sessions are planned for those new to Grace Lutheran.  We desire for persons to 

participate in ongoing Bible study that will support your spiritual growth.  For those new 

to Lutheranism, we encourage participation in a basic Bible class with a Lutheran 

perspective of the Christian faith.  A new basic class will be offered starting August.25.  

We are here to support you in your spiritual walk and journey!  Please let me know if 

you desire to participate in the August Discovering Grace class.  New members will be 

received in worship services on September 8. 

 

We thank God for His blessings as we seek to be faithful in having a heart to see how 

God bring persons to us and we have even greater opportunity as we seek to faithful in 

the harvest. You are encouraged to pray for persons in neighborhood and in your circle 

of friends.   Remember the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few!  (Matthew 9:37

-38). 

 

Gene Menzel 

Director of Missions & Outreach 
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CONNECTIONS GROUPS 
July 2019 Edition 

ARE YOU CONNECTED? 
 

Connection Groups (formerly called interest groups) are a means of “building 

bridges” to connect with others (unchurched or dechurched) in your 

neighborhood or our community. It’s about building a group around a similar 

interest (hobby, craft, fun activity, sport, or just about anything else under the 

sun). The goal is to help connect persons to Christ, the church, and the 

community. Dream the possibilities and then explore the opportunity to set up a 

group that meets at least on a bi-weekly basis. Of course, you can choose to 

take breaks in the schedule as needed for holidays/summer vacation, 

etc. Grace Lutheran’s vision is to grow in being passionate servants. Organizing 

or leading a connection group is a means of being a passionate servant. Have 

you ever thought that you can be instrumental in connecting others around 

interests as a means of serving God? 
 

Want to start your own group? Contact Kathryn Bradshaw. If not, you are 

encouraged to consider joining an existing group. 
 

Here is a listing of the current Connection Groups: 
 

Friday Afternoon Golf has been organized by Dennis Sierk and Phil Nelson. Time 

and place: The par 3 course at Hampton Cove every Friday at 3 pm. We will play 

18 holes. For more information, contact Dennis Sierk or Phil Nelson. 
 

The Christian Book Club meets in the church library at 10 a.m. on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month. Our next meeting will be on July 10th, and we will be 

discussing The Atonement Child by Francine Rivers. The next reading selection 

is Isaiah’s Daughter, by Mesu Andrews. Contact: Millie Sallo. 
 

Can't come to the Book Club? Books from our reading selections are 

also available in the church library. When you enter the library, go to 

the bookcase on the opposite wall (to the left of the window). You will 

find the books on the bottom two shelves There is a sign indicating that 

these are Book Club books. Feel free to borrow them! (Return to the 

shelf when you are finished.) 
 

The Grace Scrapbookers and Crafters is for anyone interested in scrapbooking 

or crafting. For more information, please contact Karen Tomkovich. 
 

The Sew 'n Sews normally meets every Monday in the church choir room from 1 

– 3 pm. However, during the summer months we will not meet as often. In July, 

we will meet on the 15th and 29th. In August, we will meet on the 5th and 19th. 

Regular weekly meetings will resume on September 9th. We are currently 

working on numerous lap quilts for the homeless. Please feel free to join us as 

we serve the Lord here at Grace and areas of need in Huntsville or around the 

world! Contact: Harriett Kicklighter. 

Want to start 

your own 

group? Contact 

the church 

office at 256-

881-0552 



“…If you 

would like to 

participate, 

please 

contact the 

church office” 
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ADULT CHOIR NEWS! 
July 2019 Edition 

‘My heart exults, and with my  

song I give thanks to Him.’ Psalm 28:7 
 

Hi, my name is Sabine Spencer. My husband Mike and I have just 

recently joined Grace Lutheran Church and I have the great 

pleasure to be your new choir director starting in August. 

 

I am a music teacher and vocalist. I led choirs and taught general 

music in public schools in Virginia and California. We are very 

happy to have found such a lively church and I cannot wait to 

begin working on some beautiful music with you. 

 

Anyone can join, there will be no auditions. Rehearsals will be on 

Wednesdays from 5:30pm to 6:45pm in the church’s choir room. 

For now we will sing once a month at the first service. Our first 

rehearsal will be on Wednesday, August 14th. 

If you would like to participate, please contact the church office. 

 

We will perform to our best ability, from our heart and most of all 

to the glory of God, who, I believe, gave us music and singing as a 

preview to heaven. 
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SAINTS ALIVE 
July 2019 Edition 

Upcoming Saints’ Alive Activities 
 

Saints’ Alive is a fellowship group of senior adults who generally make twice a 

month tour of various places in the North Alabama area.  We schedule 

activities for the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of most months.  You are invited to 

participate in any of these activities. 
 

On July 3 the Saints’ Alive will travel to two local destinations to join in the 

celebration of our state's bicentennial and to remember the Apollo 11 landing 

on the moon. We will start at the Huntsville Public Library to enjoy "To the 

Moon: Snoopy Soars with NASA." This exhibit was created by the Charles M. 

Schultz Museum to examine the history of Apollo 11 and the Peanuts 

characters' role in that flight and in the NASA Manned Flight Awareness safety 

program….After enjoying that display, we will go to the Huntsville Botanical 

Garden to experience "Making Alabama," a bicentennial traveling exhibit. This 

exhibit is interactive and covers Alabama history, culture, and education from 

early through today.   Plans call to leave from church at 9:00 AM and be back 

by 1:30 PM.  We will end our history lessons with lunch at the Botanical 

Gardens’ Dogwood Cafe.   When you sign up for the trip on the bulletin board, 

please take a menu sheet and circle the desired items.  Please be sure to add 

your name(s) and place it in the envelope posted on the bulletin board.  The 

coordinator for this event is Donna Behnken. 
 

SAINTS’ ALIVE HUNTSVILLE MUSEUM OF ART 
 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019   Docent led tour, 10:00am 

Lunch follows at Pane e Vino, 11:45am 
 

We are celebrating the 50th anniversary of man’s first step on the moon!  “A 

New Moon Rises” will be the first exhibit we tour. This is from the Smithsonian 

traveling exhibit with large scale, high-resolution photographs of the lunar 

surface. Photos were captured by the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter Camera 

(LROC). This breathtaking exhibit is organized by the National Air and Space 

Museum and Arizona State University in Tempe. 
 

Our second tour will be of “Vietnam: the Real War Photographs from the 

Associated Press”.  “This collection tells the story of a divisive war that left a 

deep and lasting impression on American life.” The AP gathered the 

photojournalists from their Saigon bureau to cover the Vietnam War.  Images 

are graphic and document the hard realities of war. 
 

The HMA allows us a group rate of $8.00/person, which is even better than 

the senior rate. Members of HMA are free. There is an elevator from the 

ground floor entry to the galleries. 

Pane e Vino is delighted to have us come for lunch. It is located on the ground 

floor of the HMA. 
 

The Grace Lutheran bus will leave the rear parking lot behind the old gym at 

9:45 am for the 10:00am tour. Return time, 1:30-2:00 pm. 

Contact person: Norma Palmer  
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VBS 
July 2019 Edition 



Visit the GRACE LUTHERAN MINISTRIES — CHURCH & SCHOOL page on Face-

book. Go to the page and “LIKE” the page (in top section next to the Mes-

sage button—not below the posted comment). Liking the Grace Lutheran 

page helps us to get information to your Facebook account! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
July 2019 Edition 

MEN’S MINISTRY GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month.  

However, we will take a break for July.  The next gathering is scheduled for 

Saturday, August 10.  We meet from 7:30 – 9:00 AM in the Family Life Cen-

ter Cafeteria.   We have a light breakfast meal, share news and prayer notes, 

along with doing a Bible study.   This fellowship is open to all men and you 

are encouraged to attend and invite a friend! 

SCHOOL OFFICE SUMMER HOURS will be Tuesday - Thursday from 9 AM until 

1 PM.  The school office will be closed the week of July 4th.  Any emails for 

the school office should now be sent to gls@gls-hsv.org. 

NOTE:  Grace Lutheran will lose a couple of parking spaces during the con-

struction.  Let’s remember to offer best parking spaces for our guests and 

those senior adults who struggle with mobility issues.  There are parking 

spaces on the south side of the Annex building (between the Annex and Ben 

Porter building).  Thanks for your consideration! 

LOVE PACKAGES - Please remember to bring un-needed Bibles, devotional 

and Bible Study materials to Church and place in blue bin marked Love 

Packages located in the Haag Library.   
 

Also a current newsletter from the Love Packages organization is posted on 

the bulletin board next to Saints Alive and Flower chart.  It has some very 

heart and soul warming thank you letters from remote places in Africa, Asia, 

and elsewhere.  We have so much and they are so hungry for God’s Word. 

Hope you will take time to read it. 
 

We will be scheduling our next visit to Decatur and let you know so you might 

want to join us in going there to help sort and package the materials. 

Questions?  Call the church office. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
July 2019 Edition 

News from the Business Office 
 

 Business office? That’s right! Grace Lutheran Ministries now has a 

Business Office. In January, the position of church business manager (me, 

Karen Davidson) and the school executive secretary (that’s Mary Link) inte-

grated to form the Business Office. Working along with Nate Edwards, Finan-

cial Secretary, Board of Directors, the integration of both positions provides 

the church and school with: 
 

 A single point of entry and a secure environment for all 

funds handling. 

 Separation of duties that reduces/eliminates errors 

 Streamlined church and school finances 

 Timely cash flow activity 

 A new Human Resource Department, and; 

 a church-school centric ministry approach  
 

The Business Office is located in the west wing of the Annex Building 

across from the school library in the former school office. Our office hours 

are Monday – Friday 9 – 4. Feel free to contact us with your questions and/

or business matters.  
 

 

Our mission is to provide Grace Lutheran with a Business Office 

strong yet flexible enough to support the efforts of the congregation and 

school families to WORSHIP-GROW-ENGAGE. 

 

~ Karen Davidson and Mary Link 
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                 8:00 AM                       10:45 AM 

     

ELDERS FOR MONTH  DEXTER MCCLURE   MIKE BANZHOFF 

  

USHERS FOR MONTH  TOM NAATZ, FRANK CHILDS  KEVIN BARNETT 

    & MARK SCOTT     

   

GREETERS 

JULY 7    AL & JOYCE KNITTEL   ANN SIEGEL & ROSEMARY SWEET 

JULY 14    JORDAN AND KRISTEN HAYCOCK  NANCY STEEVE & ED HOOVER 

JULY 21    WES & ESSIE MCELVEEN   DOUG & MARTHA PATZ 

JULY 28    KEN & ELISABETH ROYSTON  MIKE BANZHOFF & JOHN ROTH 

 

WELCOME CENTER HOSTS 

JULY 7    PHIL & KLEONE NELSON   MIKE BEUTEL 

JULY 14    BOB & SABINA WANK   SYLVIA MILLER 

JULY 21    ROBERT & SHIRLEY VIGIL   ANN SIEGEL 

JULY 28    WES & ESSIE MCELVEEN   MIKE BEUTEL 

 

SOUND & VIDEO OPERATORS 

JULY 7    KARSTEN LOWE/PAM LOWE  JEFF HOLLINGS/JIM HARTMANN 

JULY 14    STEPHEN WANK/DANIELLE WANK  BRIAN STEEVE/BOB DRENSEK 

JULY 21    SCOTT JAGGER/MANNY WALKER  KEN OLS/MIKE BANZHOFF 

JULY 28    DAVID ZECHER/ELIZABETH LANGE  ANDY KING/MIKE HUHLEIN 

 

ACOLYTES 

JULY 7    HANNAH JENKS    ARDEN BARNETT 

    DREW ARREOLA 
     

  

JULY 14    BROOKS SANDERS   HANNAH JENKS 

    ISABELLA SANDERS 
     

  

JULY 21    KYLE EVERLETH    BROOKS SANDERS 

    ANA OHME 
 

 

JULY 28    CHRISTOPHER SUMMERS   JULIANA WILLIAMS 

    HANNAH JENKS 

 

 

THOSE WHO SERVE 
July 2019 Edition 



3321 South Memorial Parkway 

Huntsville, AL  35801 

Phone: 256-881-0552 

Fax: 256-881-0563 

E-mail: secretary@gracelutheran-hsv.org 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays  

8:00 AM 

 Blended Worship - 1st & 2nd Sundays of the Month 

 Traditional Worship - 3rd & 4th Sundays of the Month 

 

10:45 AM 
 Contemporary Worship 

 

Communion 

 1st & 3rd Sundays 8:00 AM 

 2nd & 4th Sundays 10:45 AM 

Grace Lutheran Church & School 

Check Us Out Online! 

www.gracelutheran-hsv.org 

STAFF 

Pastor ...................................................... Pastor Russ Gipson 

Principal (Interim) .......................................... Michael Ellis 

CDC Director .......................................... Allison Merrill 

High School Director .............................. Ashley Finley 

Business Manager ....................................Karen Davidson 

Properties Manager ........................................ Jack Hengel 

Events Coordinator ........................................... Tom Naatz 

Spiritual Formation/Youth ........................ Tommy Presley 

Assistant Spiritual Formation/Youth ................ Pam Lowe 

Office Manager ................................................. Kelly Jenks 

Director of Outreach ..................................... Gene Menzel 

Receptionist .................................................... Laura Ohme 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chair .......................................................... Scott Miller 

Vice Chair ................................................ Ken Royston 

Financial/Secretary .............................. Nate Edwards 

Member at Large ................................... Lynn Harmon 

Member at Large ............................................ Ken Ols 

Member at Large .................................. Kyle Schikore 

Member at Large .................................... Dennis Sierk 

STAFF & LAY LEADERSHIP 

ELDERS MINISTRY TEAM 

Mike Banzhoff 

Dick Bradshaw 

Craig Camealy 

Jason Cuny 

Mike Huhlein 

Scott Jagger 

Kevin Pedersen 

Dexter McClure 

Gene Satterfield 

Dick Stewart 

Bob Wank 


